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DEPARTMENT WELCOMES COMMENTS ON DRAFT
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

BOISE - The first official draft of the K-12 Common Core State Standards was released this week for public comment.

Idaho is one of the 51 states, territories and District of Columbia that has signed on to this state-led initiative to develop
common, internationally benchmarked standards in math and English language arts.

"Participating in the Common Core Standards Initiative is a great opportunity for Idaho to work with other states across
the nation to ensure our students are prepared to compete in the 21st century,” Superintendent Luna said. “lIdaho has
been integrally involved in this process since it began last year. We welcome feedback and comments on the first
official draft of these standards from educators, parents and Idahoans from across the state.”

The Common Core State Standards Initiative builds directly on recent efforts of leading organizations and states that
have focused on developing college- and career-ready standards and ensure that these standards can be internationally
benchmarked to top-performing countries around the world.

After this public comment period, National Governors Association (NGA) and Council of Chief State School Officers
(CCSSO) will release the final Common Core State Standards this Spring. At that point, Idaho will begin the
rulemaking process for these standards by taking these to the State Board of Education for initial approval, opening
them up to public comment period statewide, returning to the State Board for final approval and then taking the
standards to the Legislature for final approval in the 2011 Legislature.

Adopting the common core standards is voluntary. Idaho may also choose to include additional standards beyond the
common core as long as the common core represents at least 85 percent of the state’s standards in math and English
language arts. The second phase of this initiative is to ultimately develop common assessments aligned to the core
standards developed through the process.

To view the draft standards and submit comments, please visit www.corestandards.org. All comments must be
submitted by April 2, 2010.

These comments will be submitted directly to NGA and CCSSO. To keep the Idaho State Department of Education
informed, we request individuals to please send a copy of all comments to mrmcgrath@sde.idaho.gov with the subject
line “Common Core Standards.”
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